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SUBJECT: SUCCESSION POLITICS CONTINUE 
REF: (A) NAIROBI 1403, (B) NAIROBI 1085 

1. SUMMARY: RECENT PROBLEMS WITH TANZANIA HAVE IN LARGE 
MEASURE DEPLECTED PUBLIC ATTENTION FROM INTERNAL POLITICAL 
MANEUVERING IN KENYA, AND, INDEED, THE PACE OF THE MANEU- 
VERING HAS SLOWED SOMEWHAT SINCE KANU MOMBASA BRANCH 
ELECTION ON JANUARY 31 (REP A). AT A TIME OF EXTERNAL 
CHALLENGE PRESIDENT KENYATTA GENERALLY BELIEVES POLITICAL 
INPIGHTING IS A LUXURY TO BE ESCHEWED. THIS NOTWITH- 
STANDING, POLITICS CANNOT BE TURNED OPE ENTIRELY IN MIDST OF 
KANU REVITALIZATION PROCESS. PRO-MUNGAI PORCES APPEAR TO 
HAVE GAINED SOME GROUND THIS WEEK AS RESULT OP WIN IN 
KANU NAROK BRANCH ELECTION WHICH WAS RE-RUN BECAUSE OP 
ALLEGED IRREGULARITIES FIRST TIME AROUND. MUNGAI, MOI 

AND THEIR RESPECTIVE ALLIES CONTINUE TO MOVE ABOUT 
COUNTRY MAKING DISCREET EFPORTS TO BOLSTER POSITIONS. 
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END SUMMARY. 

2. PRIOR TO FALRE-UP OP PROBLEM WITH TANZANIA, KANU 
ACTING SECRETARY GENERAL MATANO HAD NULLIPIED INITIAL 
BRANCH ELECTIONS IN NAROK (MASAILAND) ON BASIS 
ALLEGED IRREGULARITIES, AND ORDERED THEM REPEATED. 

IN ORIGINAL DECEMBER NAROK VOTE WILLIAM OLE NTIMAMA 
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(MUNGAI SUPPORTER) DEFEATED INCUMBENT JUSTUS OLE TIPIS 
(PROMINENT MOI SUPPORTER). TIPIS IS CURRENTLY ASST. 
MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS (MOTS MINISTRY) AND KANU 
NATIONAL TREASURER. THE ELECTION IN NAROK WAS THE 
ONLY ONE INVALIDATED BY MATANO, A MOI SUPPORTER, 

DESPITE FACT THAT IRREGULARITIES WERE ALLEGED IN MORE 
THAN 10 DISTRICTS. 

3. IN THE REPEAT ELECTION HELD FEBRUARY 14 NTIMAMA'S 
GROUP WON AGAIN. THE RESULT BOLSTERS MUNGAI GROUP 
WHICH HAD BEEN DEFEATED IN MOMBASA ON JANUARY 31. THE 
MASAI ARE NOW SPLIT DOWN MIDDLE IN TERMS OF NATIONAL 
POLITICS, SINCE OTHER KANU BRANCH IN MASAILAND (KAJIADO) 
IS DOMINATED BY MINISTER FOR NATURAL RESOURCES, STANLEY 
OLOITIPITIP, AN ARDENT MOI SUPPORTER. 

4. MEANWHILE, MUNGAI, MOI AND THEIR RESPECTIVE 
SUPPORTERS CONTINUE TO MAKE LOW KEY VISITS AROUND 
COUNTRY ON VARIETY OF PRETEXTS IN EFFORT TO BROADEN 
SUPPORT. IN LAST WEEK ALONE MUNGAI HAS BEEN IN 
NYANZA (LUO) AS WELL AS IN MOPS POLITICAL BACKYARD 
IN KALENJIN-INHABITED REGION OF RFIT VALLEY. MOI 

HAS VISITED WESTERN PROVINCE (ABALUHYA) AND ELSE- 
WHERE. 

5. THERE IS STILL NO FIRM INDICATION AS TO WHEN OR 
WHETHER KENYATTA WILL CALL MEETING TO ELECT NATIONAL 
KANU OFFICEHOLDERS. IT IS REASONABLE TO EXPECT, 

HOWEVER, THAT THE MEETING WILL NOT BE CALLED UNTIL 
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AFTER TENSIONS IN EAST AFRICAL COOL. 

MARSHALL 
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